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Baker-Polito Administration Awards $4.8 Million MassWorks 
Infrastructure Program Grant for Expanded YMCA in Lynn 
  
Award will catalyze private investment, job creation and community recreational 
opportunities in Lynn 
  
LYNN, MA – October 18, 2017 – Today, Governor Charlie Baker joined Secretary of Housing and 
Economic Development Jay Ash, local officials and community leaders to announce a $4.8 million 
MassWorks Infrastructure Program grant award to the City of Lynn to provide critical infrastructure 
needed to expand YMCA of Metro North’s Lynn facility.  
  
“Our administration is committed to programs like MassWorks that help cities and towns invest in public 
infrastructure and unlock opportunities for private investment, housing and new jobs,” said Governor 
Charlie Baker. “In Lynn, infrastructure improvements will support the 70,000 square-foot expansion of 
the YMCA, including recreational opportunities like a new aquatics center and indoor track, and a new 
licensed daycare for 390 children. We continue to work closely with all our local partners to advance 
important projects like this one that drive development and prosperity in our communities.” 
  
The shovel-ready infrastructure project includes the discontinuance of Wheeler Street, the 
reconfiguration of the adjacent roadway network to preserve access to existing neighborhoods, and the 
relocation of existing underground utilities. Once completed, the area will be more walkable and 
accessible for pedestrians using the new YMCA.  
  
The expansion of the YMCA of Metro North in Lynn is a $26 million project expected to begin later this 
fall. The existing facility will be expanded with an additional 70,000 square-foot building that will contain 
an aquatics center, indoor track, gymnasium and a new licensed childcare facility for 390 children. The 
expansion will allow the YMCA to continue and expand its mission of providing vital services to the 
Metro North communities.  
  
“MassWorks reflects our administration’s support for flexible funding that also leverages local and 
private resources to meet the economic development needs of Massachusetts’ cities and towns,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. “We are proud to have increased funding and secured reauthorization for 
this critical program that has supported thousands of new housing units, industrial expansion and new 
mixed-use development space across every region of the Commonwealth.” 
  
MassDevelopment supported this project with $27.7 million in tax-exempt bonds, a portion of which the 
YMCA of Metro North used to refinance previously issued debt, and a $10 million New Markets Tax 
Credit allocation. Financing for the expansion also includes an additional $11.5 million in New Markets 
Tax Credits from the Massachusetts Housing Investment Corporation, the Capital One Community 
Renewal Fund and Boston Community Capital.  
  
“The effectiveness of the MassWorks Infrastructure Program and the reason that it has been successful 
at unlocking development is the program’s ability to support projects across a wide range of sizes and 
scope,” said Housing and Economic Development Secretary, Jay Ash. “Each year we fund high-quality, 
shovel-ready projects, and this year is no exception. I congratulate cities and towns for pursuing projects 
that strengthen communities and promote sustainable economic growth and development across the 
Commonwealth.” 
  
“Thank you to the Baker-Polito Administration for its MassWorks investment in the site, which 
recognizes the important role the YMCA plays in the community and the region, and reinforces the 
administration’s commitment to one of the Commonwealth’s most vibrant Gateway Cities,” said 
MassDevelopment President and CEO, Lauren Liss. “MassDevelopment has a long history of 
partnership with the YMCA of Metro North and its predecessor organizations, so we’re pleased to once 
again leverage financing that supports this community anchor.”  
  
In August 2016, Governor Baker signed An Act Relative to Job Creation and Workforce Development 
(H.4569) to reauthorize MassWorks and support $500 million of future investment in critical 
infrastructure, a significant commitment by the Commonwealth.  
  
“MassWorks funding provides our communities with flexibility to address critical projects that support 
local economic growth and job creation,” said Administration and Finance Secretary, Michael J. 
Heffernan. “We have prioritized engaging and supporting our cities and towns in our capital budget 
plan, and the MassWorks program is one of the best ways in which we can do this.” 
  
The MassWorks Infrastructure Program provides a one-stop shop for municipalities and other eligible 
public entities seeking public infrastructure funding to support housing production, economic 
development, and job creation. Since 2015, and including this year’s awards, the Baker-Polito 
Administration has awarded over $274 million to 134 projects in 106 communities throughout the 
Commonwealth, spurring the development of over 2 million square feet of commercial and retail space, 
over 7,000 immediate housing units, at least 7,000 square feet of new public space and 1,200 new hotel 
rooms and commercial/retail space.  
  
“We are very excited that these grant dollars came through,” said Mayor Judith Kennedy. “The funds 
will be used to help transform the Lynn YMCA into the flagship YMCA for the Y’s metro north region, and 
make it one of the most advanced and modern facilities in New England. It’s long overdue and our kids 
as well as the adult members certainly deserve a place as nice as what’s in the works. On the other side 
of the Common we are equally excited that the Federal and Boston Street grant application has been 
awarded. These funds will tie together the infrastructure improvements that have already occurred on 
Western Avenue with Boston Street, streamlining traffic and making much needed safety improvements 
for the increased vehicular and pedestrian activity that has occurred in this area.” 
  
“This state funding will support infrastructure upgrades crucial to the success of the new Lynn YMCA 
Building project, as well as for improvements to the intersections at Federal, Marion, and Boston 
Streets,” said Senator Thomas M. McGee. “Investments such as these are so important to improving 
traffic flow, ensuring safer use for pedestrians and enhancing the vitality of our neighborhoods.”  
  
"The new YMCA will improve access to childcare, fitness programs and a wide range of services that 
promote healthy living," said Representative Brendan Crighton. "The MassWorks grant program, which 
we reauthorized through our Economic Development law last year, continues to deliver big for Lynn and 
help make projects like this a reality 
  
“This MassWorks grant for the New YMCA is the kind of investment in our future that a community can 
rally around,” said Representative Lori Ehrlich. “The YMCA in Lynn will be a space for children to be safe 
to learn and grow in, creating hundreds of jobs and a place in the neighborhood that we can all be proud 
of.”  
  
“Through their various community programs, the Lynn YMCA has always been a great partner for the 
City of Lynn,” said Representative Dan Cahill. “This grant will help the YMCA make the necessary 
infrastructure improvements to construct a new state-of-the-art facility that will offer new programs for 
all to benefit. I am excited to see what is in the future for the YMCA.” 
  
“Construction of the new Lynn YMCA will play a vital part in the transformation of the city,” said 
Representative Donald Wong. “It will not only create jobs, but will improve the infrastructure of the 
city. This new facility will also be a safe haven for the youth of Lynn with all the new services that it will 
bring to our community.” 
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